
Central Minnesota River 
Watershed Partnership 

Joint Powers Board Meeting 
    Tuesday, March 31, 2026, 1:30 PM 

Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building, 2nd Floor, 2200 23rd St NE, Willmar, MN 56201 

Members: 
Member Organization Committee Member Alternate Member 

Chippewa SWCD Jerry Schwitters, Secretary Michelle Overholser 
Chippewa County Kurt Stranberg, Chair Matt Gilbertson 

Renville SWCD Phil Smith Kevin Kokesch 
Renville County David Hamre, Vice Chair John Robinson 

Kandiyohi SWCD Brandon Smith, Secretary Jane Youngkrantz 
Kandiyohi County Corky Berg Duane Anderson 

Staff: 
Chippewa SWCD Zach Bothun 
Chippewa County JoAnn Blomme 

Renville SWCD Kyle Richter 
Renville County Kelly O’Neill 

Kandiyohi SWCD Margaret Johnson 
Kandiyohi County Eric Van Dyken 

BWSR Luke Olson, Board Conservationist 
BWSR Mark Hiles, Clean Water Specialist 

Agenda 

1. Welcome / Introductions

2. Additions / Approval of the Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes from March 2nd, 2026 CMRWP Special Meeting

4. Program Budget Update

5. Cost Share Contract(s)

6. CMRWP Administration & Coordination Proposal(s)

7. Banking & CDS Signatory Updates

8. Future Meetings & Location

9. Other Business

10. Adjourn



Minutes 

Central Minnesota River Watershed Partnership 
Joint Powers Board Special Meeting 

March 2, 2026 
Kandiyohi County Health and Human Services Building 

Joint Powers Board Members Present: 
Commissioner Kurt Stranberg (Chippewa County), Chair 
Commissioner Corky Berg (Kandiyohi County)  
Commissioner David Hamre (Renville County)  
Supervisor Brandon Smith (Kandiyohi County Soil and Water Conservation District) 
Supervisor Phil Smith (Renville County Soil and Water Conservation District) 
Supervisor Jerry Schwitters (Chippewa Soil and Water Conservation District), Secretary 

Others present: 
BWSR Board Conservationist Luke Olson 
BWSR Clean Water Specialist Mark Hiles 

• Meeting called to order at 2:32 p.m. on March 2, 2026.

• Agenda
o Dave Hamre moved to accept, Brandon Smith second. Motion carried.

• Approval of HCWP discontinuation of services. Verbage stated the contract was in effect at time of
signature for up to 90 days.

o Brandon Smith moved for resignation of coordinator and retraction of services. Corky
second. All vote yes by individual responses.

• CMRWP coordinator position:
o Discussed possible options including who is interested. Dave Hamre didn’t like a SWCD

being a fiscal agent especially when paying themselves. Discussed different scenarios:
 All checks to each SWCDs have to come before JP Board.
 SWCDs do admin and coordinator roles and have CDS the fiscal.
 Brandon Smith moved to have the SWCDs convene together and give proposal(s)

to the full board on March 31 @ 1:30 pm and have a RFP emailed on Friday,
March 27 to all JP Board members. Jerry Schwitters second. Motion carried.

 Dave-if using CDS, each SWCD is to get checks to CDS as soon as possible.
 If using SWCDs-specify to CDS where dollars go.

• Other business:
o Brandon Smith moved to add Kurt Stranberg to signatory. Dave Hamre second. Motion

carried.
o Brandon Smith moved to have Heidi Rauenhorst removed as signatory. Dave Hamre

second. Motion carried.
o Kurt will make sure signatory items are done.

• Meeting adjourned 3:44 p.m.
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